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1. SUMMARY. SEVERAL VIOLATIONS BY KIR Y AT ARB A RESIDENTS OF 
ESTABLISHED ARRANGEMENTS FOR WORSHIP AT HEBRON'S TOMBS OF 
THE PATRIARCHS OCCURRED JULY 25 AND 27 RESULTING IN 
ARREST OF 1 1 KIR Y AT ARBANS. THEY ARE SEEKING END TO LIMI- 
TATIONS ON JEWISH WORSHIP AT TOMBS AND PERMISSION TO RESTORE 
OLD JEWISH QUARTER IN HEBRON. END SUMMARY. 

2. ACCORDING TO JULY 28 JERUSALEM POST, ELEVEN RESIDENTS 

OF KIRYAT ARBA (JEWISH SETTLEMENT AT HEBRON) WERE ARRESTED 
JULY 27 AFTER BREAKING INTO TOMBS OF THE PATRIARCHS AT 2 A.M. 
THAT DAY. AFTER ENTERING TOMBS, GROUPS REPORTEDLY BROKE 
THROUGH DOOR WHICH ONLY MOSLEMS ARE PERMITTED TO USE. 

3. THIS INCIDENT FOLLOWED EARLIER ONE ON JULY 25 WHEN GROUP 
OF 129 WORSHIPPERS REPORTEDLY REFUSED TO LEAVE PRAYER AREA 
IN TOMBS AFTER FRIDAY EVENING JEWISH SERVICE THEY LEFT OF 
THEIR OWN ACCORD AFTER SOLDIERS THREATENED TO EXPEL THEM 
FORCIBLY. ARABIC PRESS REPORTS THAT HEBRON MAYOR JA'ABARI 
HAS SENT PROTEST TO DEFENSE MINISTER PERES AND WEST BANK 
MILITARY GOVERNOR OVER THIS VIOLATION OF REGULATIONS FOR 
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EVENING OF JULY 27 WHEN A GROUP OF JEWS LOCKED THEMSELVES 
INSIDE A CHAPEL AND FOR ABOUT TWO HOURS DURING PERIOD TOMB 
IS SUPPOSED TO BE CLOSED TO JEWS IGNORED SOLDIERS' ORDERS 
TO LEAVE. 

4. ACCORDING TO PRESS, KIR Y AT ARBANS ARE SEEKING PERMISSION 
FROM DEFENSE MINISTRY TO FENCE OFF BUILDINGS IN OLD 

JEWISH QUARTER OF HEBRON WHERE MASSACRE BY ARAB RIOTERS TOOK 
PLACE IN 1929. THEY HELD A MASS MEETING FOLLOWING MEMORIAL 
SERVICE JULY 27 AND HAVE THREATENED TO OCCUPY VACANT BUILDINGS 
IN OLD JEWISH QUARTER IF PERMISSION NOT GRANTED FOR RESTORATION 
OF AREA. IN LIGHT OF THIS THREAT, IDF HAS TAKEN UP POSITIONS 
GUARDING SOME OF THESE BUILDINGS. KIRYAT ARBANS ALSO REPORTEDLY 
HAVE ASKED FOR END TO ALL RESTRICTIONS ON JEWISH WORSHIP AT 
TOMBS OF THE PATRIARCHS. 

5. COMMENT: TOMBS HAVE BEEN SITE OF PERIODIC DISPUTES 
BETWEEN JEWS AND MOSLEMS IN HEBRON EVER SINCE CREATION OF 
KIRYAT ARB A. SINCE TOMBS ARE SACRED TO BOTH JEWS AND MOSLEMS, 
ISRAELI AUTHORITIES WORKED OUT ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE TWO GROUPS TO 
WORSHIP IN TOMBS DURING SPECIFIED PERIODS. KIRYAT ARBANS FROM 

TIME TO TIME HAVE SOUGHT EXTENSION OF PERIODS AVAILABLE TO 
THEM BUT GOI HAS IN GENERAL RESISTED THESE REQUESTS. ANY 
CHANGE IN CURRENT ARRANGEMENTS BOUND TO CAUSE DIFFICULTIES 
WITH MOSLEM. EFFORTS TO RESTORE OLD JEWISH QUARTER IN 
HEBRON WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY ALSO AROUSE RESENTMENT OF 
MOSLEM POPULATION. WHICH ALREADY CONCERNED AT CONTINUED 
EXPANSION OF KIRYAT ARBA ON OUTSKIRTS OF HEBRON. 

6. ONE EXPLANATION OF LATEST INCIDENTS THAT IS MAKING ROUNDS 
IS THAT JEWS ALLEGE ATTEMPT WAS MADE TO BREAK INTO CABINET IN 
WHICH TORAH IS KEPT AND THAT THEY MUST, THEREFORE, 

BE IN ROOM WITH IT TO GUARD IT AT ALL TIMES. ACCORDING TO THIS 
STORY, HOWEVER, CABINET WAS DAMAGED WHEN BEING MOVED BY 
CUSODIANS AT TOMBS AND THERE IS NO EVIDENCE OF M ANY MOSLEM 
ATTEMPT TO BREAK INTO IT. 
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